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Hello to all our lovely members, friends and supporters. 

We hope you are all well and managing to make the most of these 

strange summer months. 

Following a meeting of the RP committee last Thursday, we wanted 

to bring you up to date  with some of the measures we are taking in 

regard to our planned productions and social events. 

 

Pantomime 2020 
As you may know, at the time of writing, indoor theatrical 
performances are not permitted. While there is some suggestion that 
professional theatres may be allowed to open in the near future, this 
will be subject to mitigation and it is unclear at this time what this will 
involve. We have therefore reluctantly taken the decision to cancel 
this year’s pantomime “The Little Mermaid”. We know this will be 
disappointing for many of you but we are sure you can appreciate 
that the safety and well-being of our members and audiences is our 
utmost priority. RP are very proud of the success of our pantos over 
many years and have always appreciated the support and 
encouragement of our lovely audiences so we take this opportunity 
to thank you and to let you know that we very much hope to be back 
in action next year! 

 

The Sound of Music 

Meanwhile, as you know, we were due to perform “The Sound of 

Music” in June this year and were all hugely disappointed to have to 

postpone the show provisionally till next March. However, after much 

discussion, bearing in mind that we will need to restart rehearsals in 

January and the potential for a “second wave” in the winter months, 

we have, again reluctantly, decided to put this on hold and hope to 

be in a position to perform the show in June 2021. Kay and Mark 

would like to thank all the cast and behind the scenes friends for the 

hard work and effort they have already put in and reassure everyone 

that as soon as we are able to safely perform the show they would 

love them all to return and hopefully carry on with rehearsals. 

 

Future Productions 
Obviously, for many amateur groups and societies the pandemic has 

caused much concern over the future of the groups and how we can 

proceed. With so much uncertainty and the hope that a vaccine or 

effective treatment can be found, the situation seems to change on 

an almost daily basis. Therefore, we are looking for ways that we 

can begin to prepare for future productions, should we be permitted 

to commence these. The following suggestions have been mooted 

and will be in ongoing discussions but we are very much open to 

suggestions from all of you: 
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• It is hoped that we may be able to commence rehearsals for The Sound of Music early in the New 

Year but if this is not possible due to the size of the cast, we could look at small cast productions 

possibly to be performed in March 2021 and initially this will take the form of plays. Singing and 

comedy are sadly not permitted until the scientists can work out how much singing and laughter 

play a part in the spreading of Covid-19. There are many short plays available for both adults and 

children so one suggestion is that we rehearse two short or one-act plays with 4-5 people in each 

and 2 different directors. This would mean that we can rehearse safely and dressing rooms and 

stage space can be managed in the safest possible way. Obviously our audiences will be smaller 

and this is something the committee will need to work out in due course. 

• While we are waiting for permission to perform and for the Memorial Hall to be able to 

accommodate us, it might be fun to try out some short scripts over Zoom to see how everyone 

feels about them. This will save time later when we need to choose something to perform. We 

would love to hear from you if you would be interested in taking part in these read-throughs. Also, if 

you have any plays you would dearly love to read and/or direct or take part in please get in touch. 

• Another suggestion is that, assuming the pandemic situation improves and we are allowed to 

continue to perform (safely) in the open air, perhaps we could work on a short production to be 

performed at the Old Windsor Carnival next year? Again, any thoughts or suggestions from you will 

be gratefully received! 

  
 

Happy 60th Birthday Riverside Players! 
This year is the 60th Anniversary of the Riverside Players and so we are very sad not to be able to perform 

what we had hoped would be our best productions yet. Many of us "oldies" think back fondly of fellow members 

(some no longer with us) and past productions both good and some....not so good!! Many happy times over the 

years. However, we are acutely aware that our performances are for fun and entertainment, meanwhile there 

are many professional performers whose livelihood depends on being able to perform, so we hope for their 

sakes that this situation improves rapidly. We all need theatre, music and entertainment in our lives! 

 

Picnic anyone???! 
All is not doom and gloom however! Now for the good news - during the summer holiday break we usually have 
some get-togethers (which may or may not involve food and/or alcohol!!), and so we thought it might be nice to 
try and arrange a get-together in the form of a socially distanced picnic on Saturday 1st or 8th of August 
(weather permitting). The venue is still to be confirmed but it will be somewhere local (possibly somewhere in 
Windsor Great Park). If you would be interested in joining us, please can you let us know as soon as possible. 
We understand at the time of writing that groups cannot exceed 30 people so it will be first come first served. 
(We can always have another one later on if necessary!).  

 
Once again, thank you all for your support in whatever capacity, stay safe and well and we look forward to 

seeing some of you very soon. 

 

If you would like to get in touch with any of us regarding some of the ideas above, please contact us 

using the email addresses on page 1 of this newsletter. We would love to hear from you! 
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