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                                                                                                                                Show Report 
 

I was delighted to be invited to watch Riverside Players latest production, Happy Campers a gentle 
comedy by Richard James. 
 
The play follows the exploits of a family who visit a remote field in the Yorkshire Dales to spread the 
remains of their recently departed relative. During the family reunion, the tensions and secrets begin 
to be revealed.  
 
The Players production was clearly well rehearsed with a good strong cast and a wonderful set and 
supported by good lighting and sound effects. 
 
BETH (SUSAN PICKLES) 
Susan’s busy body character was well portrayed although it could have been played a little bit more 
pointed at times, showing more of an overbearing character. However, the rapport with her sister 
Joan was very well performed. There were some lovely “bossy” moments with Joan but I felt there 
was opportunity for even more. As with all of the performers, Susan’s movement and diction was spot 
on.  
 
JOAN (ANNA SHAW) 
This is a lovely character part – a little ditsy and somewhat overwhelmed by Beth. Again, I think Anna 
could afford to take the character a little further. Overall, this was an enjoyable performance with 
good diction, movement and understanding of the role. 
 
RACHEL (CHARLOTTE MOORE) 
The character of Rachel is that of a new-age hippy. I think Charlotte could have been a little bit more 
exaggerated with her character which could have produced some more comical elements. That being 
said, Charlotte’s characterisation was consistent and she worked well with the other characters on 
stage. Her exchanges with both Spencer and Helen were very well presented.  Her diction is always 
perfect and this performance was no different. 
 
SPENCER (SIMON ARNOLD) 
I always enjoy watching Simon on stage – he really gets under the skin of the character but I felt he 
was a little too nice for what I thought would be “a bit of a know-it-all who likes the sound of his own 
voice”. I would like to have seen a little more pomposity in his character. However, his comic timing 
was excellent and the speech regarding the directions received a well deserved round of applause.  
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HELEN (VICKI ARNOLD) 
This was a very reliable performance by Vicki as the step sister. Her interaction with the other 
characters was very well observed. Her desperation on how to manage her wayward son was 
believable and I thoroughly enjoyed the controlled final scene when the “treasure” is found. 
 
MICHAEL (ALEX TAGGART) 
Alex produced a very believable wayward teenager with “whatever” attitude. His rapport with his 
mother, Helen, was very good and his reaction to the revelation to his father’s identity was superb.   
 
MR WILSON (RICHARD WHALEY) 
Richard’s Yorkshire accent was ably applied, not too strong so that the words were lost, but perfectly 
phrased and sounded just right to my ear. Playing the part of the character who is “the sort of man 
who speaks as he finds”, Richard gave a credible performance (I think that pipe helped)! 
 
DIRECTOR (SIMON ARNOLD) 
The show was very well cast and it was clear that the cast knew their lines and although the cue bit 
started a little hesitantly, it soon settled and was very crisp indeed. Entrances and exits were very well 
defined and executed. I always find it a huge challenge when directing and acting. The issue is that 
you are unable to step back from the production and make any necessary adjustments. All of the 
parts were very well acted but I felt that the characters were slightly under performed and could have 
been pushed or exaggerated a little further for some additional comic potential.  
 
LIGHTING (ROGER LEWISTON) 
The lighting was very well designed with very well executed cues. I loved the sunrise, the richness of 
the colours were very effective. General lighting was good as the stage was very well lit with no 
unwanted shadows. 
 
SOUND (MARK HASTINGS) 
The opening of show began with Cliff Richard’s “Out in the Country” which perfectly set the location 
of the play. I liked the way that additional sound effects were added to ensure the location was 
emphasised, the use of bird song, for example. It was just at the right level without overpowering any 
of the speech but loud enough provide atmosphere. The cast wore radio microphones which I am 
always surprised at but it did provide a very well balanced sound.  
 
BACKSTAGE (JOHN ARHERNE & JOHN PICKLES) 
The backstage team worked very well – efficiently setting the tents in the interval. All of the stage 
properties appeared to be in place. The show was efficiently run without any obvious mishaps. The 
only comment I would make is that I feel that the backstage crew should be in black (unless a theme is 
being presented and perhaps they could have been dressed in outdoor camping outfits). 
 
SET DESIGN (SIMON ARNOLD) 
What a simple yet very effective stage! I loved the painted backdrop of the rolling Yorkshire dales, the 
painted stone clad wall, the very realistic boulders and the green turf.  
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COSTUMES  
I find that selecting the right costume can help the characterisation and the cast found appropriate 
garments that help define their characters. They all appeared to fit and suitable to their parts (the 
pink wellingtons for Rachel, walking boots for Beth and Joan, for example).  
 
PROPERTIES 
Some rather unusual stage properties were required for this production as it required two erect tents. 
I was wondering how that could be achieved on such a small stage but the Players ably managed, with 
two bell tents raised during the interval. The usual gear associated with camping were all adequately 
sourced and looked authentic.  The additional personal props (for example a pair of binoculars) were 
all suitable to the show and appropriate to the characters (the map in a folder for Beth). 
 
MAKEUP 
The makeup was all adequately applied and I saw all the facial expression under the lights.  
 
FRONT OF HOUSE 
The usual warm greetings were offered to my wife and I and my thanks to all those who always make 
us so welcome and our visit so enjoyable. 
 
PROGRAMME 
The free six page coloured programme contained all the required information of cast list, some 
interesting biographies, good cast photographs and an advert for their next production.  
 
Overall the production was, as I have come to expect from Riverside Players, very slick and clearly well 
rehearsed with everyone knowing what they were doing. Clear direction and production meant the 
scenes glided through to the final curtain. My only small criticism is that I felt the characters could 
have been exaggerated a little more. This could have been achieved with some character workshops 
and just pushing the parts. This is more of a personal view point because as a production there was 
nothing to fault and I enjoyed the evening. 
 
 
 

 
 
Gordon Bird 
NODA representative 
London Region, District 14 
 


